
Bridging Science and Culture to Improve  
Drug Abuse Research in Minority Communities 
National Institute on Drug Abuse 2005 Health Disparities Conference 
 
CONFERENCE AGENDA 
 
Monday, October 24, 2005 
 
7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Registration/Continental Breakfast 
Centennial IV Foyer 
 
8:00 a.m. - 8:05 a.m. Call to Order and Opening  
Centennial IV  Lula Beatty, Ph.D. 

Chief, Special Populations Office, National Institute on Drug Abuse 
 (NIDA) 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
 
8:05 a.m. - 8:15 a.m. Welcoming Remarks 
Centennial IV  Hazel Dean, Ph.D. 
    Associate Director for Health Disparities 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
 
8:15 a.m. - 8:20 a.m. Introduction of Speaker 
Centennial IV  Lula Beatty, Ph.D. 
 
8:20 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Minority Health and Health Disparities Research at NIDA 
Centennial IV  Timothy P. Condon, Ph.D. 

Deputy Director, National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

 
8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. Plenary 1 - Genetics Research:  Implications for Racial/Ethnic  
Centennial IV  Minority Populations 
  

Race, Ethnicity and Genomic Research on Drug-Use Disorders: An 
Overview of the Importance of Understanding Population History 
Joe Cubells, Ph.D., M.D.  
Emory University, School of Medicine 
 
The National Human Genome Center and Research on Health 
Disparities 
Georgia Dunston, Ph.D. 
Howard University 
 
Genetics and Health of African Americans  
Rick Kittles, Ph.D. 
The Ohio State University 
 
Pharmacogenetics of Nicotine Addiction and Treatment 
Huijun Ring, Ph.D. 
SRI International 



9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.       Plenary 2 - HIV/AIDS as a Consequence of Drug Use in Minority  
Centennial IV  Communities 
  
                                           HIV Overview, including Epidemiology and Focusing on Racial/Ethnic 

Minorities 
David Vlahov, Ph.D. 
New York Academy of Medicine 
 
Developing Culturally Congruent Interventions for HIV Positive Women 
Gail Wyatt, Ph.D. 
University of California, Los Angeles  
 
HIV/AIDS and Other Medical Issues of Minority Drug Users 
Lawrence Brown, M.D. 
Addiction Research and Treatment Corporation 

 
10:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Break 
Centennial IV Foyer 
 
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions 
 
Hanover A/B  A.  How High? Understanding Addiction 

 
Physiology of Addiction from a Basic Science Perspective 
Allyn C. Howlett, Ph.D. 
North Carolina Central University 
 
Ecstasy and the Physiology of Addiction: Relevance to Treatment 
Planning 
Tony Strickland, Ph.D. 
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science  

 
Hanover C   B.  Model Minority?  No longer.  Drug Abuse among Asian  
    Americans and Pacific Islanders 

 
Ethnic Diversity in Substance Abuse Patterns among AAPI’s 
Rumi Price, Ph.D.  
Washington University School of Medicine 
 
Asians in the U.S.: Use of Substance Dependence Treatment Services 
Joseph Sakai, M.D. 
University of Colorado School of Medicine 
 

    Substance Use among a Sample of Foreign and U.S.-based Southeast  
    Asians in an Urban Setting 

Frank Wong, Ph.D. 
Georgetown University 

 
 
 
 



Hanover E   C.  What We Are Learning About Drug Abuse Treatment for  
    Minorities: The NIDA National Treatment Clinical Trials Network 
    (CTN) 

 
Welcome and Panel Introduction 
A. Kathleen Burlew, Ph.D., Chair 
University of Cincinnati 
 
CTN as a Platform for Substance Abuse Treatment Research with 
Ethnic Minorities   
A. Kathleen Burlew, Ph.D. 
University of Cincinnati 
 
Involvement of Minorities in CTN Studies  
Carmen Rosa, M.S. 
Center for the Clinical Trials Network 
 
Are We Engaging and Keeping Minorities in Drug Abuse Treatment 
Research? 
Kathy Magruder, Ph.D. 
Medical University of South Carolina 
 

Hanover F/G  D.  International Drug Use Issues - What Can We Learn From  
    Our Neighbors 

 
A Comparison of Primary Health Care Needs of Street Out-of-
Treatment Drug Using Individuals of Two Caribbean States   
Marcus Day, D.Sc.  
Caribbean Drug Abuse Research Institute 
 
South Africa Consortium on Drug Abuse 
Ura Jean Oyemade Bailey, Ph.D. 
Howard University, Center for Drug Abuse Research 
 
Drug Use and Risk of HIV/AIDS on the Mexico/US Border 
Jane Maxwell, Ph.D. 
University of Texas, Austin 

 
12:20 p.m. - 12:30 p.m. Break 
Centennial IV Foyer 
 
12:30 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. Luncheon 
Centennial IV   Poster Session - Spotlight on the Future of Drug Abuse Research 
 
1:45 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Break 
Centennial IV Foyer 
 



2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions 
 
Hanover E   E.  NIDA National Treatment Clinical Trials Network: Experience 
    with Hispanics 

 
Welcome and Panel Introduction  
Rafaela Robles, Ed.D. Chair 
Universidad Central Del Caribe Center for Addiction Studies 

 
Overview of CTN and Hispanics 
Carmen Rosa, M.S. 
Center for the Clinical Trials Network 

 
    Overview of First-ever Multi-site Study with Spanish-speakers in the  
    United States: Motivational Enhancement Therapy-Study overview:  

Carmen Rosa, M.S. 
Center for the Clinical Trials Network 
 
Issues with Study Preparation and Implementation 
Lourdes Suarez-Morales, Ph.D. 
University of Miami 
 
Brief Strategic Family Therapy (BSFT): Overview of a Multi Site Study 
and Issues of Implementation with Spanish Speaking Clients  
Study overview:  
Viviana Horigian, M.D. 
 
Issues of Bringing BSFT to a Hispanic Agency:  
Rafaela Robles, Ed.D., Universidad Central Del Caribe Center for 
Addiction Studies 
 
Issues of Implementation of BSFT in Puerto Rico:  
Edna Quiñones, Ph.D., Universidad Central Del Caribe Center for 
Addiction Studies 
 

Hanover C   F.  Advances in Clinical Neuroscience, Development and   
    Behavioral Treatment Research 

 
Cognitive Effects of Substance Abuse in Native Americans 
John Halpern, M.D. 
McLean Hospital, Harvard Medical School 
 
Ethnic Differences in Sensitivity to Pain and Endogenous Pain 
Regulatory Mechanisms  
Susan Girdler, Ph.D. 
University of North Carolina 
 
Reducing Health Disparities through Culturally Sensitive Treatment for 
HIV+ Adult Users in Miami, Haiti, Trinidad and Tobago  
Jessy Dévieux, Ph.D. 
Florida International University 
 



Hanover A/B  G.  Prevention among Racial/Ethnic Minorities – Adaptation vs.  
    Ground Up Approaches 

 
The Great Thunderbird: Connecting the Strengths of First Nations 
Knowledge and Western Preventive Approaches 
Betsy Davis, Ph.D. 
Oregon Research Institute 
 
Culturally Specific Models for Substance Use Prevention Among Latino 
Youth in Emerging Immigrant Communities 
Charles Martinez, Jr., Ph.D. 
Oregon Social Learning Center 
 
Culturally Grounded Drug Research in the Southwest Borderlands 
Flavio Marsiglia, Ph.D. 
Arizona State University 
 
African American Youth Prevention  
Dorothy Browne, Ph.D. 
Morgan State University 
 

Hanover F/G  H.  The Impact of Culture on Drug Use in African American  
    Populations 

 
The Role of Culture in Substance Abuse Prevention Research with 
African Americans 
Faye Belgrave, Ph.D. 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Ernest Quimby, Ph.D. 
Howard University 
 
Culturally Relevant Approaches To Substance Use Prevention Among 
African American Youth 
Scyatta Wallace, Ph.D. 
SUNY Downstate Medical Center 
 
Ethnic Identity 
Kathy Sanders-Phillips, Ph.D. 

    Howard University 
 
Learning Center  I.  The Development and Initial Assessment of an Ethnic,   
    Gender, and  Cultural Sensitive HIV/Hepatitis Prevention   
    Intervention Imbedded in a Multimedia Format 

 
Anthony Salandy, Ph.D.  
University of Delaware, Center for Drug and Alcohol Studies 

 
3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. Break  
Centennial IV Foyer 
 



3:45 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. Concurrent Sessions      
 
Learning Center  J.  Developing Culturally Appropriate Educational Tools  

 
Christopher McNeil 
Organization to Achieve Solutions in Substance Abuse 
 

Hanover A/B  K.  Understanding Comorbidities 
 

Comorbidity of Mood and Substance Abuse in African Americans 
William B. Lawson, M.D., Ph.D. 
Howard University College of Medicine 

 
PTSD in Hispanic Americans 
Isaac Montoya, Ph.D. 
Affiliated Systems/University of Houston 

  
Hanover C    L.  TBD 
 
Hanover E   M.  Face-To-Face:  A Community and Research Discussion 

 
Chair 
David Anderson 
National Institute on Drug Abuse 
 
Moderator 
Claire Sterk, Ph.D. 
Emory University 
 
Team 1: Conducting Community-based HIV Research among Women 
Living with HIV 
Gina Wingood, Ph.D., Researcher 
Linda Felix, Community Partner 
 
Team 2: Working with Community-based Organizations: A Research 
Project Management Model in Working with Injection Drug Users 
Ben Hadsock, Researcher 
Mona Bennett, Community Partner 
 

Hanover F/G   N.  Grant Development Workshop 1 
 
Session Chair 
Mark Swieter, Ph.D. 
National Institute on Drug Abuse 
 
Kathy Sanders-Phillips, Ph.D. 

 Howard University 
 

Aria Crump, Ph.D. 
National Institute on Drug Abuse 
 
Joseph Frascella, Ph.D. 
National Institute on Drug Abuse 



5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Work Group Meetings 
    (Meetings open to all conference participants) 
 
Hanover D   African American Researchers and Scholars Group 
 
Inman   Asian American and Pacific Islander Work Group 
 
Spring   Native American and Alaskan Native Work Group 
 
7:00 p.m.   Adjournment 
 
 
Tuesday, October 25, 2005 
 
7:30 a.m.  – 8:30 a. m. Continental Breakfast 
Centennial IV Foyer 
 
8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. Plenary 3 - Structural Interventions:  Community Based  
Centennial IV Models/Approaches 
 

Environmental Factors Affecting Latinos 
Sandro Galea, M.D., Dr.PH 
University of Michigan 
 
Community Based Interventions in Tribal Communities 
Karina Walters, Ph.D. 
University of Washington, School of Social Work 
 
International Service Models - Institute of Aboriginal Peoples' Health 
(Canada) 
Jeff Reading, Ph.D. 
Institute of Aboriginal Peoples’ Health 

 
9:45 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Break  
Centennial IV Foyer  
  
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Poster Session 
Centennial IV 
  
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Plenary 4 –Drug Use and the Criminal Justice System 
Centennial IV   
    Overview of the Issues 

Martin Iguchi, Ph.D. 
UCLA School of Public Health 
 
Drug Treatment in the Criminal Justice System: We Can and Must Do 
Better 
Pamela Rodriguez, M.A.  
 
Integrating Science and Culture to Achieve Solutions to the Drug 
Problem of African Americans 
Judge Arthur Burnett, Sr., J.D. 
National African American Drug Policy Coalition 



 
12:15 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Open Lunch (ON YOUR OWN) 
 
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions             
 
Hanover A/B  O.  HIV/AIDS Risk and Prevention 
 

HIV Risk Among Minority Injection Drug Users 
Ricky Bluthenthal, Ph.D. 
RAND Corporation 
 
 
Discovering How Employment Can Prevent Drug Abuse and the 
Subsequent Spread of HIV 
Isaac Montoya, Ph.D. 
Affiliated Systems/University of Houston 
 
HIV And Youth Prevention 
Marguerita Lightfoot, Ph.D.  
UCLA Semel Institute for Neuroscience and Human Behavior 
 

Hanover C   P.  Conducting Drug Abuse Research in Rural Populations 
 
Prevention in the Rural South 
Murelle Harrison, Ph.D. 
Southern University 
 
Meeting the Prevention Needs of Underserved Rural Populations 
Gene Brody, Ph.D. 
University of Georgia 
 
Cultural Differences in Inhalant Use in Rural Communities 
Ruth Edwards, Ph.D. 
Tri-Ethnic Center-Colorado State University 
 

Hanover E   Q.  Health Disparities and the Criminal Justice System 
 
African American Men and Criminal Justice and HIV Interventions 
Ronald Braithwaite, Ph.D. 
Morehouse School of Medicine 
 
Drug Treatment and HIV Risk Reduction, Drug Offenders 
Martin Iguchi, Ph.D. 
UCLA School of Public Health 
 
The Criminal Justice System and Race Disparities in HIV/AIDS 
Kim Blankenship, Ph.D. 
Yale University, Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS 
 
Healthcare Needs of Addicted Criminal Offenders and Detainees 
Paul J. Goldstein, Ph.D. 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
 



Hanover F/G  R.  Drug Abuse Research in Minority Communities: Focus on  
    Youth 

 
The Woodlawn Project: 25 Years and Counting: Drug Use in an African 
American Community from Age 6 to Age 42 
Margaret Ensminger, Ph.D. 
The Johns Hopkins University, Bloomberg School of Public Health 
 
Effects of Drug Use on Racial/Ethnic Minority Children 
Deborah Frank, M.D. 
Boston University School of Medicine 
 

Hanover D   S.  Virtually Better® 
 
Using the Virtual World to Improve the Quality of Life 
Virtually Reality Simulations (room is accessible all day) 
Ken Graap 
President and CEO 

 
3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. Break 
Centennial IV Foyer 
 
3:45 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. Concurrent Sessions 
 
Hanover E   T.  Research in American Indian and Alaska Native Populations 

 
The Protection of Alaska Natives in Research 
Terry Powell 
Alaska Area Institutional Review Board at Alaska Native Medical Center 
 
Research in American Indian Communities Panel 
Pamela Jumper Thurman, Ph.D. 
Tri-Ethnic Center for Prevention Research 
 
Drug Use And Health Disparities In Two American Indian Reservation 
Populations 
Janette Beals, Ph.D. 
American Indian and Alaska Native Programs 

 
Hanover C    U.  African American Women at Risk 

 
Culture and HIV - African American Women 
Denese Shervington, M.D. 
Columbia University/Harlem Hospital 
 
Lisa Richardson 
California State University, Northridge 
 
African-American Women Who Use Crack Cocaine: Risk and Protective 
Influences of Children 
Wendy “K.K.”  Lam, Ph.D. 
RTI International 
 



Hanover A/B  V.  Prevention Research and Minority Populations 
 
Do Sex and Drug Behavior Patterns Account for HIV/STD Racial 
Disparities? 
Denise Hallfors, Ph.D. 
PIRE-Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation 
 
Keeping It Real Project: Hispanics in Southwest 
Elvira Elek, Ph.D. 
The Pennsylvania State University 
 



Hanover F/G  W.  Grant Development Workshop 2 
 
Session Chair 
Mark Swieiter, Ph.D. 
 
Martin Iguchi, Ph.D.  
UCLA School of Public Health 
 
Aria Crump, Ph.D.   
National Institute on Drug Abuse 
 
Joseph Frascella, Ph.D.  
National Institute on Drug Abuse 
 

Hanover D   X.  Virtually Better® 
 
Using the Virtual World to Improve the Quality of Life 
Virtually Reality Simulations (room is accessible all day) 
Ken Graap 
President and CEO 

 
Wednesday, October 26, 2005 
 
7:30 a.m.  – 8:30 a. m. Continental Breakfast 
Centennial IV Foyer 
 
8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Concurrent Sessions  
Hanover A/B  Y.  Research on Women at Risk 

 
African-American Women Who Use Crack Cocaine: Risk and Protective 
Influences of Children 
Wendy “K.K.”  Lam, Ph.D. 
RTI International 
 

    Evaluation of an Intervention to Prevent Post-rape Psychopathology 
and Drug      Abuse 

Heidi Resnick, Ph.D. 
Medical University of South Carolina 
 
Health Promotion Project for Asian Massage Parlor Workers in San 
Francisco 
Tooru Nemoto, Ph.D. 
Center for AIDS Prevention Studies, UCSF 
 
Risk Factors for Female Drug Users 
Claire Sterk, Ph.D. 
Emory University 
 

Hanover C   Z.  Social Construction of Sexuality in Ethnic/Minority 
Communities 

 
Risk Factors in Two Spirit Populations 



Karina Walters, Ph.D. 
University of Washington, School of Social Work 
 

    HIV Risk among AAPI MSM 
Frank Wong, Ph.D. 
Georgetown University 
 

Hanover E   AA.  Migrant and Immigrant Populations, Drug Use, and HIV 
 
Substance Abuse among Transnational Mexican Migrants: A Bi-
National Research Challenge for the United States 
Victor Garcia, Ph.D. 
Mid-Atlantic Addiction Training Institute 
 

    Health Disparities Among Puerto Rican Drug Users: New York City and 
Puerto      Rico 

Hector Manuel Colón, Ph.D. 
Centro de Estudios en Adicción Universidad Central del Caribe 

 



Hanover F/G  BB.  Research Career Development - The Next Generation 
 
Emerging Scholars Interdisciplinary Network (ESIN): A Web-based 
Intergenerational Research Career Development Model for Minority 
Junior Investigators 
Sean Joe, Ph.D. 
University of Michigan 
 
Ideas, Passion and Getting Grants 
Jie Weiss, Ph.D.  
California State University, Fullerton 
 
Comparison of Drug Use in the U.S./Mexico Border 
Javier Lopez-Zetina, Ph.D. 
California State University, Long Beach 
 

Learning Center  CC.  Discrimination and Bias in Drug Abuse Treatment 
 
Hortensia Amaro, Ph.D., Institute on Urban Health Research 
Lena Lundgren, Ph.D., Boston University 

 
10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. Break 
Centennial IV Foyer 
 
10:15 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Plenary 5 – Racial Disparities in the Criminal Justice System: A 
Judicial Centennial IV   Perspective    
   
    Moderator 
    Judge Arthur Burnett, Sr. J.D.   
    National African American Drug Policy Coalition 
 
    Panelists 
    Judge Martha Lynn Sherrod, J.D.   
    District Court Huntsville, Alabama 

 
Wanda H. Moore, M.Ed., J.D.   
Thurgood Marshall Action Coalition 
 
Judge Robert T. Russell, Jr.  
Buffalo City Drug Court 
 
Judge Thelma Wyatt Moore   
Superior Court of Fulton County 

 
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Wrap Up - Research Concerns and Needs in Minority 
Communities 
Centennial IV   Closing Remarks  
  
 
 


